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With Hurricane Season Over, Is It Time
to Lay Off LMS Activitiea?

Az 2018 has drawn to a close, T helieve
South Floridians were finally able to
breathe a collective sigh of relief After
two (2) straight years of hurricane intensi-
nes (who can forget Matthew and Irma),
we had a 2018 free of direct hurricane 1m-
pacts to the South Florida communiry.
However, in the profession of Emergency
LManagement, we are keenly aware of the
devastatiom that was brought upon the
Panhandle by Hurricane Michael While
come might say “thankfully it wasn't us”,
our commumty of emergency responders
were guick to mobilize and deploy to the
Panhandle region to ensure to public safe-
1y, allocate vital resources, provide for un-
ty of action, and prepare its citizens for
guick recovery. The Palm Beach Coumty
Division of Emergency Management de-
ployed three (3) staff members to Bay and
Calhoun counties for two (2) weeks to as-
rist 1 their recovery efforts. As we re-
main relieved in our local well-belng, we
alzo remain dedicated and commirted to
acgist our fellow Floridians with any emer-
gEnCy, at any time, and 1n any place.

We cannot forget that 2018 was regard-
ed as having the third consecutive above-
average storm season. The National Hur-
ricane Center remstered 15 named storms,
which mmcluded eight (8) huwrricanes and
two (Z) major hurricanes. While we all are
used to calendar days of seasonal hurri-
cane lmpactz between June 1st through
November 30th, zomeone forgot to tell
Tropical Storm Alberto (Mday 25th), cen-
tered on Laguna Beach Florida was also

impacted by Tropical Storm Gordon (Sep
drd) through the Eeys, and of course Hur-
ricane Michael which caused wide-spread
destruction through Mexico Beach and
across the entirety of the Panhandle.

Hurricane season keeps me mindful
that Emergency Management activities
involve a mixture of plans, procedures,
and calibrated execution. To the full ex-
tent, the last of these 15 nevitable, bur it
needs to be bracketed by defined mitiga-
tion preparedness. It 1z obvious that our
plans and procedures should not he Impro-
vised during an emergency. they chould
have been well thought-out and created
long before an incident. The result of non
or 1ll-prepared mitigation activities 1s mnef-
fectiveness 1n emergency response, which
may have serious or Tragic consequences.
We all know that unigueness 15 present in
each new disaster means that “off-script”
actions cannot be avolded., bur foresight
and preparedness In mitigarion efforts can
Ecep this to a necessary minimum.

Above all, our emergency planmng
cshould be a process, rather than a product
or outcome. Local Mitigation Strategies
represent our commumitys rezponse to
that preparedness. Much hke we do for
the Emergency Dper_aﬁuns Center (EQC),
good mingation projects are reallstlic as
well as capable. With almost $20 million
of mear-term Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program (HMGPF) 1n play for Palm Beach
County, we are in the national forefront of
EnAacting mitgation measures to reduce
that risk of loss of life and property from
future disasters.

I look forward to our comtimued world-
clazss Emergency lManagement activities
for 2019 and for the greaiest successes of
all our Palm Beach County communities.
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Meet Your New LAS
Coordinator
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Joe Mercurio
20 5. Military Trail

West Palm Baach, 33415
{561) T12-6481
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', EMERGENCY WAMADEMENT
Joe comes to Palm
Beach County as the
former Emergency Manager of the City of Port 5t Lucie.
With a diverse backeround in Emergency Manapgement
disciplines, he has assumed Shane Rathff's position as
our new Special Projects Coordinator. We would like to
thank Shane for hiz dedicated effortz to lead one the
country's most dynamic programs to continued success-
ez. Joe has fully taken the reigns and will continue to
build upon those successes as a World Class orgamiza-
tion. Pleaze contact him for all your LMS and CHS
needs and he looks forward to worlane will all our coun-
iy partners.

LM5 Legislative Concem [Dec 2018]:
Gov't Shutdown Restricts Home Buyers
Ability to Purchase Flood Insurance

Thousands of U2, home sales are being held up be-
j cause the federal government shutdown has halted
I 1zzuance of new flood Insurance policies, a move that
: lawmakers and Realtors lobbies strongly oppose.

I The Federal Emergency Management Arency (FEMA)
I stopped izzuing new policies under the National Flood
I Incurance Program (WFIP) during the parnal govern-
g nent shutdown. _FEMA iz part of the Department of

1| Homeland Security.

1 . .. Lo .

| The National Association of Eealtors sa1d 1t estmates
I that as many as 40,000 home closings would be diz-

1 rupted for each month new flood insurance policles

: cannot be issued.

: Lawmakers from both major partes joined nsurers

I and realtors to rebuke FEMA. They azked the agency
j [0 resume issuing policies and renewing existing ones

| because on December 21, 2018 lawmakers passed an

1 extenczion of the WFIP until May 31, 2019, The agency
I zaid on its website that the NFIP would continue to

: process and pay claims on policies 1ssued before the

j SOVErRMmEnt shutdown until funds are exhausted.

APPLY FOR MITIGATION GRANTS

The application pericd for almost $400 million in Haz-
ard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) grants from the FE-
LA 1z open until January 31, 2019, Localities are elim-
hle to apply for Flood Mitigation Assistance (FRA)
and'or Pre-disaster Mitigation (PDM) funds. If your
commumnity wants to pursue a hazard mitization project,
we recommend you take two (2) important steps. First,
vizit the HLA page of FEMA'z webzite to learn more
about eligible project and application requirements.
Second, let vour State Hazard Mitigation Officer
(SHMO) Imow of your interest. HMA applications are
reviewed by the SHMO before being sent to FEMA and
vour SHMO may have a deadline earlier than January
31, 2019.

For this fizcal year, $160 million is allotted for FLIA
grants for activities that reduce or eliminate the risk of
flood damage to structures msured by the NFIP. That
includes work to address flooding at the neighborhood
level az well az mifigation planning, technical azsis-
tance, and mitigating repetitive loss structures through
elevation, acquisition, and relocation.

The PDM funds are awarded for all-hazard mitization
planning and projects, including multi-jurisdictional
initiatives and bolstering dizaster-rezilient infrastruc-
ture.

The FAMA and PDL grant applications are submitted
through FEMA’s online application process (eGrants).
Comtact your SHMO for access to the eGrants system.

HWFIEMHS Updats: DotcbsnMoreaniar Z0LE

2018 Wildfire Stats

18 PB County Fires
- 12.038 Acres burned
- Lightning strikes resulted in
11,981 acres lost (99%)
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West Palm Beach Succeeds in
Reducing Flood Insurance
Rates

Compiled by Joe Mercurio, LMS Coordinator. Written and submitted with
photos from Ralph Wall and Steven Misshula, City of West Palm Beach

The City of West Palm Beach has recently succeeded

in reducing the rates that property owners pay for themr *

flood insurance. Foremost in thiz succeszful endeavor
haz been the City Watersheds Commuttee, which 1z com-
pozed of kev community stalkeholders representing such
professions as insurance, banking, real estate, sustaina-
hility, and affected community residents, together with
the support of key staff members. The commuttes pro-
duced a floodplain management plan that scored higher
than all otherz except one (1) in the State of Florida.
The committes also overzees the dizsemunation of mfor-

mation mtended to motivate the public to reduce flood
damage, encourage flood insurance coverage, and protect |

natural functions of floodplains.

Flood insurance rates, which are calculated by the
FEMA's NFIP, are determuned in part by the work that
each community does to reduce the effects of flooding in
the community. Each participating community earns
pointz for the totality of efforts, and those points deter-
mine a claszification in the Commumnity Rating System
(CRS). Az a result of ite efforts, the City of West Palm
Beach improved its rating from a Clasz 6 to a Class 5,
saving itz rezsidents and businezses within special flood
hazard areas 23% annually on typical flood insurance
policies. The reduced ratez, which became effective Octo-
ber 1, 2018, will save residentz and businesses within
the City of West Palm Beach $426,033 annually. Omly
two (2) communities in Florida have earned a CRS clas-
sification higher than a Claszs 5.
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Upcoming LMS Working Group Meetings

The LMS Working Group meets on the 2nd Wednesday,
Quarterly; 2:00 a.m. on the following dates:

March 13, 2019; City of Boynton Beach
June 12, 2019; Village of Palm Springs
September 11, 2019; Village of Golf
December 11, 2019; Village of Wellington

We always need LMS members to volunteer to future
meetings, so if you would like to host, please contact Joe
at IMercuri@pbcgov.org

The public is also encouraged to attend.
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The CES iz a voluntary incentive program that recog-
nizes and encourages community floodplain management
activities that exceed mimimum NFIP requirements.

The program includes 10 different class rating levels
bazed on the number and types of activities voluntarily
mitiated by the participating commmumity. Each level
corresponds to a percentage discount on policy prenaums
within the municipality’s border.

While the City 1z pleased with its recent reclassifica-
tion, 1t will continue to strive for continued improvement
1n the CRS program.

City of West Palm Beach Watersheds Conunittee

Members (froat row, left to might): Rickard Wade, Daisy Perry, Carla Boyant
{Chair), Lon Sabella, Robert MNorbery (not pictured: Antomic Deboy, Jennifer
O'Brien, Eric Sain )

Staff members (back row, left to might): Alex Hansen, Ralph Wall, Szeven
Mre=bulz, Penn: Redford, Heather Tobow, Tracy Ward
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The Municipal EM Representatives mestings, in general,
precede every other EM TEAM meeting (3rd Wednesday
of the month) at 9:00 a.m., on the following dates:

July 17, 2018
September 18, 2019
November 20, 2019

*  January 16, 2019 =
« March 20, 2019 .
*  Junel9, 2019 .

No EM TEAM meetings in February, May, or December.
All meetings are held at the EOC.
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Upcoming CRS User Group Meetings

The CRS User Group meets on the 3rd Thursday, Quar-
terly: 2:00 pm. on the following dates:

* January 17, 2019
«  April 18, 2019

+ July 18, 2019

+ October 17, 2019

Al meetings are held at the PEC EOC. The public is en-
couraged to attend,
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LMS MANUAL UPDATE

The Florida Division of Emergency Management's (FDEM) Bureau of Mitigation created a Local
Mitigation Strategy Update Manual as a way to better explain what is needed in an LMS Update.
The idea came from the need to have an easy to use document that would walk planners throuch the
update process and each requirement while providing recently approved examples from Florida coun-
ty plans. It is not the intent of this manual to replace FEMA's Local Mitigation Planning Handbook
iMarch 2013) or Local Mitigation Plan Review Guide (October 2011), rather it is a supplemental re-
Source.

https:/www flonidadizaster. org/contentassets/462 Tafde 1dbeded 2035573824680 22 Im s -update-manual-full pdf

Emergency Management Institute

15318 Mitigation Planning for Local Govts
15320 Wildfire Mitigation Basics

15321 Hurricane Mitigation Basics

15322 Flooding Mitigation Basics
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B LMS2020 Update Reminder

After dozens of hours of work, the LMS2020 is now in a completed draft form. It will soon be reviewed by the FDEM's
Mitigation Bureau in the hopes of being "approved pending adoption” in the near future. In order to remain compliant
| and satisfy CRS requirements, we will be having one (1) more public input meeting to showcase the draft document to
4 the public, and solicit their input one last time. Upon receipt of the document from FDEM and any corrections that
I need to be made, it will be up to LMS members to take the document to their corresponding municipality/agency and
"| seek adoption as written [we have scheduled this for January to October of 2019 to get all the municipality adoptions

| completed).

4 All municipalities participating in the LMS and wanting to remain eligible for mitigation grant funding nmst adopt the
A LMS2020. The final step is the approval of the Board of County Commissioners and the implementation of the
2| LMS2020. More information will follow in the months ahead. Thank you to the Revisions Subcommittee for all the
|long hours and hard work that went into producing this document, and for continuing to move us forward in the area
| of mitigation.
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