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INTRODUC T ION

The Pa lm  B ea ch C o unt y  D epart m e nt o f  E nv iro nm ent a l R eso urces
M anagem ent (ER M ) reg u la tes coas t a l lig h t ing  under t he  aut hor it y  o f  t he  S ea
Turt le  Pro t ec t io n a nd S a nd P reser va t ion O rd ina nce, S ec t ion 9 . 1  o f  the  Pa lm
B eac h C ou nt y  Un if ied  La nd D e ve lop m ent  C ode.  T he ju r isd ic t ion o f  t he
O rd ina nce is es tab lished by  the  S ea Tur t le  Pro t ec t io n  Zone ( S TPZ) ,  w h ic h
e x tends  t h ree  m i les o f fshore  o f  t he  A t lan t ic  O cean a nd a lo ng in le t shore lines
to  a  line  s ix  hundre d f ee t (6 0 0 ' )  land w ard  o f t he  m ea n h igh w ater line .    A ny
art if ic ia l lig h t ing  ins t a lled  w it h in the  lim i t s o f  ju r isd ic t io n  o f  the  S TPZ  m ust be
appro ve d t hro ug h a  S ea Tur t le  Pro t ec t io n  L igh t ing  P la n  A ppro va l p r io r t o
issuance o f  a  build ing  perm it .  T he O rd inance a lso  es tab lishes  s t a ndards
w hic h  req u ire  com pliance fo r e x is t ing  beac hf ro n t s tr uc t ures .

ST U DY  SITE

D uring  1 9 9 7 , ER M  cond uc t e d  e x tens ive  co m plia nce e f fo r t s  f o r t he  S ea T urt le
P ro t e c tio n  O rd inance a long a  de f ined s tre t c h o f  beac h a t S inger Is land, Pa lm
B eac h C ou nt y .   C o m plia nce w as ac h ie ved fo r ind iv id ua l es tab l ishm ent s
t h ro ugho ut  t he  1 9 9 7  sea  t u rt le  nes t ing  seaso n (M arc h 1  to  O ct ober 3 1). 
The 1 9 9 7  da t a  prese nted  in th is pos ter a re  con sidered prelim inary  in
e va lua t ing  the  e f fec t s  o f corre ct ing  coas t a l lig h t ing  on inc reas ing  nes t ing
suc cess a nd re duc ing  d iso r ien t a t ions .

B eac h:  S inger Is land, P a lm  B eac h Cou nt y
Le ngt h :  2 . 4  m iles  (O cean  M all  nor th  t o

W at erg lades )
M o n it o red :  7  days /  w eek
M o nito red  B y:  D ebb ie  S obe l  /  S inger  Is land  T urt le

W at c h

Es t a b l is hm ent s  Loca t e d
A long B ea ch:  3 0  T ot a l

2 2  C o ndo m in ium s /  A par t m ents
7 H ote ls /  M ot e ls
1  B us iness

N um ber o f  Nonc o m plia nce
Le t te rs issues :  2 6

Tot a l Num ber o f L ig h ts C orrec t e d : 6 2 8

N um ber o f  C om pliance
Le t te rs Issued:  2 5
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Singer Island Lights Brought into Compliance
with Palm Beach County Sea Turtle Protection Standards
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Singe r Is la nd L igh ts B rou gh t in to  C omp lia nc e with Palm  B each  Co un ty Sea Turt le P ro tec t i on Stan da rd s, 1997

T ype of L igh t Off P ainte d Sh ie lde d Re tro fit ted Re d ire cted T im e r Lo w e re d W at ta ge R em ove d Cha n ge d Bu lb C o mb inat ion T o tals

Ba lc ony /C a t w alk 0 16 16 122 0 0 0 0 0 30 184

W a lkw a y/E n t ryw ay 26 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 8 72 109

P ark ing Lo t 1 0 18 5 1 0 0 0 0 66 91

U pligh ts 25 0 0 0 2 0 0 40 0 15 82

De c o ra tive E xte rio r 33 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 37

Sp o t/F lo od 22 0 3 9 1 0 1 0 0 0 36

D une C ro sso ve r 15 1 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 26

M isc ella ne ous 1 0 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 0 12

P ool De c k 2 0 2 6 0 0 0 0 0 1 11

Inte rio r 5 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 11

Arm -m o unte d 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 8

Chris tm as L igh ts 1 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 6

T en nis Cou r t 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 4

Shu ffleboa rd 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 4

P orch /Pa tio 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

Stairw e ll 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

Sign 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

T o tals 137 20 56 170 4 5 1 40 8 187 628
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RECOMMENDATIONS

During ERM ’ s 1 9 97  light ing compliance ef fort s,  ERM  staf f  lea rned that  som e
technique s for achiev ing com pliance  w orked w ell,  w hile  other technique s ne eded
ref ining.   T he  follow ing summarizes som e  of  the  proces s-orien ted and technically -
oriented recom m endat ions:

ERM ’ s  Proce s s :
� 

Foc us t ime  and e f fort  on s m all st retche s of  bea ch at  one  t im e:
m ore detailed and accurate f ield note s
m ore ef f ic ient  for scheduling  field  me et ings
adja cent  property  ow ners exchan ge informat ion

� Schedule f ield m eet ings w ith respondent  to explain  problem ,  thus com pliance is
m ore easily  ac hieved

� 
Detailed docu mentat ion of  all corre spondence  and inspect ions is  esse nt ial

Light ing:
� Concent rate  ef fort s on perm anent  solu t ions :

painting of  f ix tures is only a tem porary  solut ion
shields  should be const ruc ted to re sist  w ind dam age
im plement ing only minim al correc t ive  ac t ions  result s i n inc rea sed costs/ t ime

� 
Never rely  on  dune  vegetat ion  as the prim ary  barrier to light ing

� Using ref lec t ive m aterial (e .g. ,  alum inum foil) as an internal shield may  inc reas e
the  intensit y of  l ight  if  not  properly  installed


	Poster
	Introduction
	Compliance Process
	Singer Island, 1997
	Raw Data
	Modification Effects

	Recommendations

